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Cruising along the waterways of eastern France is a pleasure 
best shared among friends, as Zoë McIntyre explains

TOP: An evening 

toast beside the 

River Saône 

ABOVE: An idyllic 

lunch stop on the 

Saône
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TOP: Making a stop 

at Choisey; The 

bridge over the 

River Saône at 

Gray; The deck of 

Deluz; The centre 

of Dole;  Waiting to 

go through a lock
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TOP: Having 

breakfast on Deluz; 

Boat firm Nicols’ 

base in Dole; 

Captain and crew 

members; Dusk on 

the river; Market 

day in DolePH
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FRANCOFILE

GETTING THERE

By rail: Zoë and her 

friends travelled by 

Eurostar from London 

St Pancras to Paris, and 

then by TGV from Gare 

de Lyon to Dole, 

courtesy of Rail Europe.

Tel: 0844 848 4064

www.raileurope.co.uk

By road: Dole is six 

hours from the 

northern ferry ports.

By air: The nearest 

airport is Geneva, 

150km away.

BOAT RENTAL

Zoë travelled with boat 

rental company Nicols 

on board its four-cabin 

Octo from the luxury 

Estivale range. One 

week’s boat hire starts 

from €2,261. A range of 

Nicols boats is based at 

Dole with prices 

starting from €921  

a week. The company 

offers self-drive boating 

holidays from 18 bases 

in France and has boats 

suitable for parties of 

two to ten people.

Tel: (Fr) 2 41 56 46 56

www.boat-renting-

nicols.co.uk 

WHERE TO EAT

Relais de la Prévôté

6 Rue du Marché

70100 Gray

Tel: (Fr) 3 84 65 10 08

www.relaisdelaprevote.

com

An ivy-covered stone 

building conceals  

a pretty restaurant with 

a courtyard. Evening 

menus €19.50 to €45. 

Restaurant de la Plage

Rue de la Plage

70100 Gray

Tel: (Fr) 3 84 65 46 77

Overlooking the River 

Sâone, the restaurant 

specialises in fish dishes. 

Meals from €20.

Le Moulin

1 Rue du Prélot

39100 Dole

Tel: (Fr) 3 84 79 17 30

Restaurant with  

a waterside terrace 

serving comtois  

cuisine in a relaxed 

atmosphere. Meals €15 

to €30. 

WHERE TO VISIT

Musée Pasteur 

Société des Amis de 

Pasteur

43 Rue Pasteur

39100 Dole 

Tel : (Fr) 03 84 72 20 61

www.musee- 

pasteur.com

Museum devoted to the 

scientist Louis Pasteur 

in the town of his birth.

Musée Baron Martin

6 Rue Edmond Pigalle

70100 Gray 

Tel: (Fr) 3 84 65 69 10

www.musee 

baronmartin.fr

Château de Saint-

Loup Les Gray

70100 Saint-Loup 

Nantouard

Tel: (Fr) 3 84 32 75 69

www.chateau-saintloup.

com 

Open to the public in 

the afternoons from 

May to September.

 Explore the waterways of Franche-Comté

TOURIST 

INFORMATION

Franche-Comté 

tourist board

Tel: (Fr) 3 81 25 08 00

www.franche-

comte.org

RIGHT: The 

medieval Église 

Notre-Dame in 

Auxonne
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Try five issues  

of FRANCE 
Magazine for £5. 

Turn to page 28 

for more details. 


